
 

'Bio-ingenious' packaging 
 

 
 
To avoid the issue of packaging that litters our world,  
VPZ – driven by company owner, Susanne Meininger – has been working to develop 
'clean' packaging since 1982. VPZ's biogenic packaging at a glance: 
 

 

 
Some problems call for radical solutions. Packaging waste is one of these problems. Plastic has dominated 
the packaging market over the past 60 years, much to everyone's disadvantage. A huge expanse of garbage, 
which is the size of central Europe, was discovered in the Pacific in 1997 and continues to float around the 
ocean. 
 
Plastic packaging needs several hundred years to decompose. This means that every plastic item ever 
produced is simply piling up around the globe. The amount that is recycled is far too low, with only around 
7% of plastic packaging is actually fed back into the cycle. The rest may be out of sight, but it's still there, 
breaking down into tiny pieces and mixing with the plankton of our seas. It's a catastrophe for our 
ecosystem. Once plastics have entered the natural cycle of life, there's no getting them out again. 
Compostable packaging, however, decays in a matter of weeks and is 100% biodegradable.  
 

PRODUCTS 



 

This is the pillar of the VPS philosophy, shared by CEO Susanne Meininger. For the specialists in packaging 
for fruit, vegetables, meat, poultry and eggs, not to mention fast food, the most important decision-
making criteria is the impact that the packaging has on the environment. Environmental compatibility has 
been our key focus since 1989 and we launched our first research project in this domain in 1994. Today, 
84% of wholesale packaging is of biogenic origin. We'd call that a bio-ingenious result! 
 
 

 
Our range  
of biogenic products: 

  
 
 

PACKNATUR® 
CELLULOSE TUBE NETTING 
 
Wood is an important native raw material that has the advantage over other raw materials of being both 
sustainable and natural. LENZING™ Modal cellulose fibres are manufactured using beechwood sourced 
from forest thinning in Austria, Central and Eastern Europe. The manufacturing process in Austria is CO2 
neutral and complies to the highest environmental standards. This state-of-the-art packaging not only 
benefits the consumer, but also has a positive impact on the environment. The cellulose fibres keep the 
level of humidity stable and can also breathe, which keeps fruit and vegetables fresher for longer and 
prevents the premature sprouting of onions and potatoes. The packaging is soft to the touch and looks 
very natural. The net can be composted, allowing it to re-enter the food life cycle, and food that is no 
longer fit for sale can be disposed of in its packaging. Packnatur® cellulose tube netting is not only used by 
Europe's leading supermarket chains and organic fruit and vegetable producers, but is also conquering the 
international market. The product has won a large number of awards.  
 
PACKNATUR® PICK PACK 
REUSABLE CELLULOSE BAGS 
 
The Packnatur® Pick Pack cellulose bag made from FSC®-certified beechwood is the latest fashion for 
fruit and vegetables, made from 100% wood – helping them stay fresh for longer. The bag is tear-resistant, 
washable and reusable and is the ultimate shopping basket accessory for all plastic-free consumers. The 
Pick Pack has been awarded the WorlStar Packaging Award 2020. 

 
PACKNATUR® 
WINEGLAS LABELS 
 
The labels are manufactured from a completely petrochemical-free composite film, combined with 
cellulose paper. All raw materials used are of biogenic or mineral origin, are compostable and 
biodegradable.  

 
WOOD PULP 
 
This manufacturing technique was first used in the 1950s. The process involves grinding up smallwood, to 
which water is added to form a pulp. This is then pressed into trays and dried, with the sap from the wood 



 

holding the pulp together without the need for glue. The material can be used in many different fields, 
although the majority is used to package fruit, vegetables and eggs. The wood pulp trays are better than 
plastic trays for packaging delicate fruits such as strawberries, because the wood pulp is able to absorb up 
to 14% moisture. The fruit remains dry and keeps for three or four days longer, without going mouldy. 
Wood pulp packaging decomposes completely in the compost bin, or can be recycled together with paper. 
 
PULP PACKAGING 
 
The process is similar to the one used to produce wood pulp. We differentiate between two types based 
on the raw material used. Type 1: This pulp is manufactured from recycled paper and is used exclusively for 
transport packaging. Egg trays are also produced from this type of pulp. Type 2: Chinet uses side-runs 
from cardboard manufacturing processes to produce its disposable tableware. The special pressing 
process involved ensures that Chinet pulp tableware is 100% waterproof, making it suitable for serving 
soups. Chinet tableware looks high quality, is microwave-safe, sturdy and printable. It can be composted 
after use. 
 
SUGAR CANE BAGASSE TRAYS 
 
Marsway Food + Nature is composed of 99.5% sugar cane bagasse, allowing the fibrous residue from sugar 
production (65%) to enjoy a second lease of life. Water is then added to form a pulp, which is then pressed 
to form trays. These are grease- and waterproof, and safe to use in the freezer, microwave and oven. They 
can be used to bake lasagne or cakes, without the need to use a release agent to remove them from the 
case. Most of the products are available with a lid, but they can also be covered with film or foil just as 
easily. 
 
WOODEN CUTLERY 
 
Until now, poplar trees – which are very common in Germany – have been felled and returned to the wood 
as a type of topsoil. The development of disposable wooden cutlery has enabled an intermediate use for 
this readily available raw material and provides a compostable alternative to disposable plastic cutlery. 
 
POLYLACTIDE BEAKERS 
 
Sweetcorn, or any other annual, high-yield starchy crop, can be used to obtain dextrose, a natural sugar. 
Dextrose can be converted into lactic acid using a fermentation process, before being transformed into 
versatile polymers, which are used to produce granulate or fibres that resemble plastic. Disposable 
beakers and hinged food containers by Bioware are made from Nature WorksTM PLA and have outstanding 
properties. Perfect for cold food and drinks, Bioware tableware is renowned for its clarity, gloss and 
strength. It is also shatterproof, compostable after use and lends itself well to printing. 
 
STARCH CARRIER BAGS 
 
Contrary to conventional plastic bags, our carrier bags made from starch are completely biodegradable 
and compostable. The granulate from which they are made is obtained from industrial starch, and is free 
from genetically modified organisms. After carrying your groceries home, the bags can also be used to 
keep bread, fruit and vegetables fresher for longer.  Or they can be used as bin bags to help manage your 
organic waste. 


